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The  Chairman  and  Members, 

Rural  District  Council  of  Chepstow. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Conditions  of  your  District  for  the  year  ended  the  31st  December, 

1967. 


The  health  of  your  District  continues  to  be  satisfactory. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  Mr. 
Whittingham,  Mr.  Powell  and  Mr.  Hughes,  for  their  help  and  co-operation. 

I remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.N.  DOWELL 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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CHEPSTOW  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
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STATISTICS 


The  estimated,  mid-year  population  was  15,360,  In  1966,  it  was  15120. 
The  natural  increase  i.e,  the  figure  that  the  number  of  birtys  exceeds 
the  number  of  deaths  was  I63. 


BIRTHS 


Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

149 

133 

282. 

Illegitimate 

7 

11 

18. 

Of  the  above,  only 

32  were  registered  with  the  local  Registrar. 

The  highest  number 
lowest  was  158  in 

of  births  recorded  since  1950  was  347  in  1965  and  the 

1953. 

Still  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

3 

4 

The  following  are 
Registrar  Genteral: 

(i)  Female 

(ii)  Male 

(iii)  Female 

details 

la, 

la, 

b. 

la. 

of  transferable  still-births 

Asphyxia, 

Foetal  Asphyxia 

Pressure  on  cord  from  slight 

in  cord. 

Placental  infarction. 

as  supplied  by  the 
prolapse  and  knot 

In  1962  there  were  9 stillbirths 


INFANT  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  Infants  under 

one  year  of  age  Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  3 14 

The  following  gives  a list  of  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age, 
giving  age  at  and  cause  of  death. 


i) 

Male 

7 months 

la.  Bronchopneumonia, 
b.  Repaired  meningomyelocele. 

ii) 

Male 

5 months 

Infantile  bronchopneumonia 

iii) 

Male 

2 weeks 

Multiple  congenital  defects. 

iv) 

Female 

14  hours 

la.  Cerebral  haemorrhage 
b.  Birth  Trauma, 

In  1966  there  were  11  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 
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DEATHS 


There  were  145  deaths  in  1962  and  115  deaths  in  i960  and  1964*  There 
were  seven  deaths  attributed  to  neoplasm  of  the  Tung  in  1956.  The 
following  table  gives  a classification  of  the  cause  of  death  and  the 
number  atrributed  to  each  cause  %- 

Males  Females 


Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  9 6 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  1 

Diabetes  1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  12  12 

Coronary  disease,  angina  23  12 

Other  heart  disease  5 7 

Other  circulatory  disease  4 6 

Pneumonia  4 1 

Bronchitis  5 1 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system,  2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostrate  1 

Congenital  malformations  3 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  3 3 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  1 1 

All  other  accidents  2 1 

Suicide-  1 

Total  all  causes  80  57 

GENERAL  EPIDEMIOLOGY 

Diphtheria 

For  fifteen  consecutive  years  no  cases  have  been  notified. 

Diphtheria  Immunisations 

During  the  year  240  children  were  immunised  against  diphtheria.  In  19 66  the 
number  of  immunisations  was  315. 

Of  the  number  immunised  94  were  babies  bom  in  1967  and  133  were  bom  in  1966, 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28837411 


Vaccinations  (smallpox) 


In  1967  105  primary  vaccinations  were  completed.  The  number  for  1966 
was  56. 

Poliomyelitis 

In  1957  four  notifications  of  poliomyelitis  were  received.  In  1955  there 
were  three.  With  the  exception  of  1959  and  1961,  when  one  case  was 
notified,  there  has  been  no  case  of  poliomyelitis  since  1953* 

Children  are  immunised  by  local  doctors,  at  clinics  at  Caldicot  and 
Caerwent  and  when  the  mobile  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  visits  the  rural  areas. 

Food  Poisoning 


No  cases  were  notified. 
Tuberculosis 


The  only  notification  of  primary  tuberculosis  received,  was  that  occuring 
in  a man  aged  82  years  whose  lungs  were  affected. 

49  pupils  of  Caldicot  Secondary  School  were  vaccinated  against  tuberculosis. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  Chepstow  on  July  12  and  it  stayed  for 
three  days. 
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Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector's  Annual 
Report  for  the  Year,  1966. 


Inspections  during  the  year 

Dairies  and  Pood  Premises  .........  326 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  4-18 

Water  Supply  9 6 

Housing  .........  218 

Nuisances  64 

Offices/Shops  Act  204 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  193 

Factories  84 

Building  Regulations  826 

Petroleum  Acts  96 

Miscellaneous  861 


Notices  Served 

Informal  under  Housing  Acts  36 

Informal  under  Public  Health  Acts  .........  42 

Statutory  under  Housing  Acts 
Statutory  under  Public  Health  Acts 


Work  Done 

Housing  Repairs  43 

Drainage  Repairs  .........  16 

Nuisances  Abated  .........  12 
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Rodent  Control 


The  Council  employ  a Rodent  Operative  who  also  acts  as  a Public 
Health  Inspector's  Helper  and  the  following  table  indicates  the 
inspections  he  made  during  the  year  ;~ 


L.  A. 

Domestic 

Agricultural 

Ho.  of  properties  inspected 
as  a result  of  complaints 

170 

35 

In  the  course  of  survey 

2 

873 

273 

As  usual  banks  of  streams,  ricks,  refuse  tips  and  agricultural  land  were 
inspected  but  no  major  infestations  were  found.  Sewers  were  treated  twice 
during  the  year. 

Refuse  Collection 


During  the  year  the  Council  purchased  a Karrier  Gamecock  Up  and  Over 
type  Refuse  Lorry  of  18  cubic  yards  capacity  to  supplement  the  two  vehicles 
already  in  use.  These  are  both  of  Karrier  manufacture,  one  being  a similar 
type  Gamecock  whilst  the  other  is  a 35  cubic  yard  Ramillies  compression 
vehicle.  A weekly  collection  is  made  to  all  parts  of  the  district  and 
disposed  of  at  a controlled  tip  leased  from  the  Ministry  of  Defence  at 
Dinham.  This  is  carried  out  by  the  fulltime  use  of  a Bulldozer  and  Tractor 
and  whilst  it  is  an  expensive  operation  it  is  reflected  in  the  state  of  the 
tip  which  is  in  first  class  condition.  Ho  fly  or  rat  nuisance  is  encountered 
and  there  hs,s  been  no  occurence  of  any  fire.  This  tip  will  provide  a disposal 
point  until  1973  cr  thereabouts  after  which  the  question  of  alternative  means 
of  disposal  such  as  destruction  or  pulverisation  (possibly  in  conjunction 
with  other  authorities)  will  need  to  be  considered  in  order  to  overcome  the 
problems  of  finding  new  tipping  areas,  covering  material  etc.  The  Council's 
policy  is  to  collect  all  household  refuse,  large  or  small,  and  many  bulky 
items  are  removed  by  special  collection.  Trade  refuse  is  also  collected 
free  of  additional  charge.  The  annual  cost  of  the  refuse  service  during  the 
year  was  £12659o 

The  Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967 , would  impose  new  responsibilities  and 
agreement  was  made  with  a private  company  yo  accept  all  cars  abandoned  within 
the  district.  The  use  of  the  refuse  tip  would  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
local  residents  for  tipping  under  strict  control  and  every  effort  would  be 
made  to  clear  the  district  of  any  accummulations  of  refuse  which  may  exist. 

Factories  Act 


The  following  table  shows  the  inspections  made  in  those  factories 
in  which  the  Council  are  primarily  concerned  i.e,  those  which  do  not 
possess  mechanical  power 
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Premises 


Number  in  Inspections  Written  Occupiers 

Register Notices  Prosecuted 


Factories  in  which  ■ 
Sections' 1,2, 3, 4 and. 

6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

14 

45 

Factories  not  included 
in  (l)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

25 

39 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section!  7 is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding outworkers 
premises) 

- 

; 

- 

- 

Total 

1 

39 

84 

- 

- 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were; 


... 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe] 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which  pro- 
secutions 
we re  in- 
stituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

In  effective  drainage  of 
floors 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(a)  Insufficient 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) . 

Total  ; - 

5 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

- 8 - 


Water  Supply 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  samples  of  water  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  analysis 

Parish Samples  Untreated  Treated  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 


St.  Arvans 

42 

33 

9 

21 

21 

Shirenewton 

17 

4 

13 

12 

5 

Tintern 

23 

24 

4 

16 

12 

Llangwm 

16 

■ 12 

4 

6 

10 

Levauden 

3 

3 

3 

Caldicot 

4 

4 

3 

1 

Rogiet  & Undy 

3 

3 

2 

1 

Caerwent 

11 

11 

10 

1 

Mathern 

4 

4 

4 

Earlswood 

5 

5 

4 

1 

Kilgwrrwg 

1 

■ ...  • 

1 

1 

Portskewett 

1 

1 

1 

Total 

135 

• ■ 73 

62 

73 

52 

'Water  supply  generally  was  satisfactory  with  the  exception  of  the 
Itton  area  to  which  reference  has  been  made  in  previous  years.  A public 
meeting  was  held  and  attended  by  representatives  of  Chepstow  R.D.C., 

Newport  & South  Mon.  Water  Board  and  local  inhabitants,  when  the  seriousness 
of  the  pollution  and  the  possibility  of  the  Water  Board  taking  over  the  mains 
was  discussed.  Meanwhile  all  water  in  the  area  was  being  boiled. 

Court  action  was  taken  against  a person  in  the  Itton  area  who  had 
built  a dwelling  but  had  not  furnished  a water  supply  as  stated  at  the  time 
of  approval  of  the  plans.  A fine  of  £7  was  imposed. 

The  Council  decided  to  provide  2 dwellings  at  Undy  with  a piped 
water  supply  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1961,  and  recover  £60  from  the 
owners.  This  work  would  be  put  in  hand  as  soon  as  the  necessary  easements 
to  lay  the  pipe  through  intervening  land  had  been  obtained. 

A new  public  piped  supply  was  being  provided  at  Llangwm  by  the 
Water  Board  but  progress  was  not  as  good  as  anticipated  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 


- 9 - 


Sewerage 

Sewerage  has  been  extensively  carried  out  by  the  Council  in  recent  years  part 
to  serve  existing  dwellings  in  the  smaller  villages  and  also  to  enable  new  develop 
ment  at  Caldicot  to  proceed  in  addition  to  improving  existing  arrangements . At  th 
end  of  1967  the  position  in  the  district  was  that  the  largest  portion  of  Caldicot  1 
and  Rogiet  was  sewered  and  schemes  had  been  previously  completed  at  Devauden,  St. 
Arvans  and  Tintern.  House  connections  were  proceeding  in  the  latter  village.  The  ; 
Council's  programme  included  the  future  sewering  of  Undy,  Portskewett,  parts  of 
Rogiet,  Caerwent,  Shirenewton  and  Mynyddbach  and  Mathern.  The  villages  of  Rogiet, 
Portskewett  and  Caldicot  would  be  eventually  joined  in  a common  works  and  outfall 
discharging  into  the  River  Severn.  Work  was  proceeding  at  Undy  in  conjunction  wit: 
the  neighbouring  authority,  Magor  & St.  Mellons  R.D.C.  and  this  would  allow  land  t 
be  developed  which  had  hitherto  been  sterilised. 

It.  is  hoped  that  the  provision  of  the  new  sewerage  schemes  would  decrease  the 
load  on  the  cesspool  emptying  service  which  operate  2 vehicles  at  an  annual  cost  0 

£ 8521 cesspools  were  emptied  during  the  year.  The  sludge  is  disposed  of  at  the1 

main  sewage  works  at  Caldicot  where  it  received  partial  treatment.  Up  to  date  the 
Council's  cesspool  emptying  service  provided  an  unlimited  number  of  emptyings  per  : 
dwelling  but  this  was  revised  during  the  year  as  a result  of  a small  number  of 
premises  making  an  excessive  call  on  the  service  to  the  detriment  of  other  users.  , 
In  one  case  a cesspool  was  emptied  14  times  during  a twelve  month  period.  Con- 
sequently the  Council  resolved  to  give  6 free  emptyings  per  annum  and  to  make  a 
charge  of  £7.10.  0.  for  each  subsequent  emptying. 

Samples  of  effluent  were  taken  regularly  at  all  Sewage  disposal  works  and 
regular  contact  maintained  with  the  River  Authorities.  A self  contained  unit  unde 
the  management  of  a Sewage  Works  Supervisor  ensured  the  proper  running  of  the  8 
disposal  works  + 10  pumping  stations  at  an  annual  cost  of  £ I56IO 


The  following  table  shows  the  existing  facilities  in  the  district. 

Existing  Schemes 


Point  of 

Capacity 

Completed 

Type 

Discharge 

■ g.P.d. 

Method  of  Treatmen 

St.  Arvans 

1963 

S 

Swallow 

Hole 

14,500 

A 

Tintern 

1966 

PS 

River 

Wye 

21,500 

B 

Devauden 

1959 

S 

Local 

Water 

Course 

5,400 

A 

Caerwent 

S 

River 

A 

(Council  Houses) 

Uedern 

Caldicot 

Stage  1 & 11 

PS 

River 

510,000 

C 

Rogiet 

completed 

Severn 

Portskewett 

Stage  111  under 
construction 

A = Horizontal 

flow  sedimentation 

tanks, 

Percolating  filters. 

Humus  tanks  and  sludge  beds. 

B = Circular  sedimentation  tank  with  scraper  equipment,  Balancing  tank  with  floatii 
arm  drawing  off  3 x DWE  which  is  passed  forward  for  further  treatment,  Percol- 
ating filters,  hummus  tanks,  sludge  beds. 
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c = 

S = Separate  i.e.  No  storm  water  is  accepted. 

PS  = Partially  separate  i.e.  Storm  Water  is  acceptable  up  to  6 DWF 

C = Balancing  tank  and  grit  plant,  2 circular  sedimentation  tanks,  sludge 

digestion  plant,  open  drying  beds  and  pumping  stations  for  digested  sludge 
and  sludge  bed  drainings. 

Food 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  type  of  food  premises  and  the 
inspections  made  during  the  year 


Premises  Number  Inspections 


Bakehouses 

2 

10 

Food  Vehicles 

12 

56 

Butchers 

6 

19 

Fish  & Food  Premises 

6 

31 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

36 

76 

Provision  Shops 

41 

52 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  as  being  unfit 

and  disposed  of  at 

the  Council’s  Refuse  Tip  at 

Dinham 

Description 

Reason  for  Condemation 

Amount  in  lbs. 

14  tins  imported  ham 
72  tins  assorted  food- 

Decomposition 

92 

stuffs. 
Porage  oats 
Meat  (Beef) 


Bone  Taint 


58 

24 

26 


Whilst  there  are  no  slaughterhouses  within  the  district,  discussions  took  ! 
place  during  the  year  with  the  local  Butcher  Association  and  The  Planning 
Authority  regarding  the  establishment  of  abattoir  by  the  Council.  After  due 
thought,  the  matter  was  left  in  abeyance  as  the  Council  were  not  satisfied  that 
full  use  would  be  made  of  the  slaughterhouse  by  more  butchers  than  had  hitherto 
shown  interest. 

Regular  routine  visits  were  made  to  all  food  premises  and  contraventions 
of  the  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations  were  dealt  with  as  usual  on  an  informal  basis, 
ihese  consisted  primarily  of  re-decoration  of  premises,  replacement  of  defective 
utensils  and  crockery,  covering  of  foodstuffs  on  display  offered  for  sale  and 
three-  cases  of  employees  found  smoking  whilst  handling  food.  The  latter  receive 
firm  warnings  of  prosecution  for  future  offences  and  subsequent  visits  had  a 
beneficial  effect. 

Itinerant  food  vendors  are  registered  under  the  Monmouthshire  County 
Council  Act  and  regular  visits  are  made  to  inspect  their  vehicles.  Several 
contraventions  were  found,  particularly  relating  to  wearing  apparel,  but  all 
matters  were  satisfactorily  resolved. 


Housing 


Work  was  commenced  on  16  houses  for  general  needs  at  Mynyddbach, 
hut  none  were  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Similarly  28  flats  and 
bungalows  for  Aged  Persons  were  commenced  at  Portskewett.  The  following 
table  shows  the  position  regarding  improvement  grants  at  the  end  of  the 
year  i - 


Number 

Amounts 

£ 

Standard  Grants  made  in 
1967 

23 

3*688 

Total  to  Date 

211 

35,039 

Discretionary  Grants  made  in 

1967 

10 

3,855 

Total  to  Date 

227 

63,779 

Pour  houses  were  scheduled  for  demolition  and  dealt  with  during  the 
year  and  a re-appraisal  of  the  position  regarding  unfit  houses  was  commenced. 

The  conversion  of  premises  at  Sudbrook  into  5 flats  was  completed  and 
whilst  it  was  originally  envisaged  that  these  would  accommodate  problem 
families  or  be  used  for  emergency  purposes,  it  was  ultimately  decided  to 
let  them  for  general  needs.  A scheme  to  improve  6 dwellings  at  Llanishen, 
which  had  been  provided  in  1950  by  the  conversion  of  an  ex  Women's  Land 
Army  Hostel,  was  disapproved  by  the  Ministry  on  the  grounds  that  it  would 
be  preferable  to  discontinue  their  use  and  provide  new  accommodation 
elsewhere. 


The  Council  set  up  a Welfare  Co-ordinating  Committee  during  the  year 
to  deal  with  problem  families  where  co-ordination  of  action  was  needed  between 
Housing  and  Welfare  Agencies.  This  functioned  very  satisfactorily  with  such 
other  organisations  as  the  Police,  N.S.P.C.C.,  County  Child  Welfare  Department 
etc. 


The  majority  of  caravans  in  the  district  are  individually  sited  and  pose 
no  problem.  There  are  two  larger  sites  of  16  and  6 respectively 
but  these  too  are  efficiently  run.  The  total  number  of  caravans  is  42. 


- 15  - 


k 

„ 


■ 


■ 


, 


, 


J 


) 


